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This report comprises the following nine chapters
1. Pakistan's Favorable Fortune: Turning the Vision
into Reality
2. The World in 2019: A Year of Despondency
3. Economic Developments in 2019 A Perilous Year
4. The Road and Belt Initiative Viewed from a
Wider Context
5. CPEC: Progress Update
6. China's Changing Demand for Food and
Agricultural Products
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Borders
8. Untold Stories and Unsaid Truths: Where can
CPEC go wrong?
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12th Annual Report:
The State of the Economy:
Pakistan’s Development
Strategy in a Rapidly
Changing Environment
Introduction:
The report provides an
overview of the economic
situation during 2018-19 and, inter alia, highlights the
need for a paradigm shift to resuscitate the economy
and put it on a sustainable path. It also
comprehensively looks at the implementation status of
various projects under the China Pakistan Economic
Corridor (CPEC) framework and recommends specific
measures to fully harness CPEC potential within the
overall Road and Belt Initiative as a game changer for
the country. The report, in particular, dwells on the
evolving demand of China for agricultural and food
products and scope for Pakistan to tap and access the
rapidly expanding Chinese markets especially in the
Western region. There is indeed a huge opportunity
for Pakistan through CPEC connectivity to become a
part of the regional value chains and global production
networks. The report also strongly advocates
transparency in CPEC management and the need to
address the information deficit issues regarding CPEC
activities. Excessive confidentiality and secrecy with
regards to the dealings, negotiations and contracting
CPEC projects besides belittling accountability, leads
to poor investor participation in the program.

Authenticity:
The data/material is taken from the following authentic
sources:
• Pakistan Bureau of Statistics
• Ministry of Finance Pakistan
• State Bank of Pakistan
• Pakistan’s Economic Survey
• World Economic Outlook
• World Development Indicator; World Bank
Databank
• Government of Pakistan CPEC Website
• FAOSTAT
• OECD-FAO Agricultural Outlook 20192028
• Trade MAP-Trade competitiveness Map
2018
• ITC
calculations
based
on
UN
COMTRADE
• China Statistical Book 2009-18
•
World Economic Forum
• World Integrated Trade Solutions database
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